Gate City Family Worship Center

What We Believe

Because it is recognized that it is important to openly state what we stand for in order that we might
stand together, the following are stated. Also, no Biblical truth has any reason for being unless it is
to “exalt Jesus”. These are some of the landmarks of our faith while Jesus will yet reveal more of
Himself to us in His word (Matt. 13:52).

= The Scriptures Inspired.

The Bible is the inspired Word of God, a revelation from God to man, the infallible rule of faith and
conduct, and is superior to conscience and reason. (2 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Peter 1:23-25; Heb. 4:12).

= The One True Godhead.

The Triune Godhead is comprised of three (3) separate and distinct personalities, The Father, The
Son, and the Holy Spirit, who are eternally self-existent, self-revealed and function as one entity.
Jesus Christ, who is God manifested in the flesh born of a virgin, is the second member of the
Godhead, co-equal and co-eternal with The Father and The Holy Spirit.

= Man, His Fall and Redemption.

Man was created good and upright, for God said, “Let Us make man in our image, in our likeness”.
But man, by voluntary transgression, fell and his only hope of redemption is in Jesus Christ the Son
of God. (Genesis 1:26-31, 3:1-; Romans 5:12-21)

= The Salvation of Man.

A. The Hope of Salvation.

Man’s only hope of redemption is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. On the cross Jesus Christ
took our sin and sickness providing both salvation and divine healing for all mankind (Psalm 103:3),
being justified freely by His Grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. For by grace we
are saved through faith. “’The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the
word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe
in your heart that God raised him form the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved” (Romans
3:24; Ephesians 2:8, Romans 10:8-10)

B. The evidences of Salvation.

The inward evidence to the believer of his salvation is the direct witness of the Spirit (Romans
8:16). The outward evidence to all men is a life of righteousness and true holiness. “And this is his
command: to believe in the name of His son, Jesus Christ, and to love on another as He commanded
us.” (1 John 3:23).

C. Faith and Works.



Salvation is by faith alone in Jesus Christ and not by human works. “For we are God’s
Workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.” (Ephesians 2:10) Our works also will determine our rewards in eternity (Romans 10:9-1 and 2
Cor. 5:10). We believe faith without works is dead. We do not believe, as a matter of the
fundamental beliefs and doctrines of this Church that any matter can be believed without there being
a corresponding action. Our faith is an active faith that requires the doing of acts in the world. Our
faith is not a force in our lives that requires and results in actions being taken. A living active faith
will be manifested not only in belief and mental assent but also in actions expressing and based upon
that belief. If a belief is truly held it will be acted upon. The act is as much a fundamental aspect of
our faith as belief upon which the act is base. (James 2:14-26; Ephesians 2:8-10; Matthew 7:21;
Matthew 7:24-27; Matthew 5:16; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 16:27; Revelations 2:23; Revelations
22:12.)

= Baptism in Water.

The ordinance of baptism by a burial (immersion in water) with Christ should be observed as
commanded in the Scriptures by all who have really repented and in their hearts have truly believed
on Christ as Savior and Lord. In so doing, they declare to the world that they have died with Jesus
and that they have also been raised with Him to walk in newness of life. This is a covenant act of
New Testament circumcision. (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47,48; Romans 6:4; Col. 2:11,12).

= Communion.

We believe that communion is the other ordinance of the Church. An ordinance is simply that which
has been commanded. Scripture tells us that as often as we eat the bread (which represents His
body) and drink the cup (which represents his blood) we do show forth the Lord’s death till he
comes. We believe this ordinance to be a statement of covenant, which brings intimacy in
relationship and its benefits. “And when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”...A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the
cup.” (1 Cor. 11:23, 25, 28).

= The Promise of the Father.

All believers are entitled to, and should ardently expect and earnestly seek, the promise of the
Father, the Baptism in the Holy Spirit according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was
the normal experience of all in the early Christian Church. With it comes the endowment of power
for life and service, the impartation of the gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry. (Luke
24:49; Acts 1:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:1-31). This wonderful experience is distinct from and subsequent to the
experience of the new birth (Acts 1:8; 2:38: 8; 14-17; 10:44-46; 19:1-7). We further believe that one
evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Ghost is speaking in tongues (Acts 2:4; 8:17, 18: 10:45, 46;
19:6).

= The Church.

The Church is the body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Sprit, with divine appointments
for the fulfillment of her great commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of



the general assembly and Church of the first born, which are written in Heaven. (Ephesians 1:22;
2:19-22; Hebrews 12:23.)

A. We believe that the Church is the Body of Christ expressed as the Church individual (a specific
Church), the Church local, and the Church universal and invisible (all saints of all places and all
times united together under one Lord). As such we believe the Church to be more than just a
building or a gathering of people. It is a body living in relationship and harmony under the direction
of the head, Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 6:15; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Romans 16:5; 1 Peter 2:4-5;
Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Romans 12:4-5; Ephesians 4:11-16.)

B. We believe in Church discipline administered within the Church in a spirit of meekness and
confidentiality as much as possible. The purpose of such discipline is the restoration of the one
subject to the discipline and/or the purification of the Church. The steps of discipline are one on one
private confrontation, private confrontation with witnesses, and finally, exposure to the Church or
the Board of Directors for judgment leading to restoration or separation. (Matt. 18: 15-20; Gal.6: 1;
Romans 16:17; 2John 9-11; 1 Corinthians 5; 2 Corinthians 2:6-8; 1 Timothy 5:20.)

= Total Prosperity.

We believe that it is God’s will to bless his people. Prosperity is that condition of being prosperous
and having good success. Prosperity involves the following areas.

A. Spiritual. Spiritual prosperity is that blessing eternal and abundant life. (John 3:3, 11; 2 Cor.
5:17-21; Romans 10:9-10.

B. Mental prosperity is that condition of having peace and soundness of mind. 2 Tim. 1:7;
Romans 12:2; Isaiah 26:3

C. Physical. We believe the blessing of God extends to the physical body. This includes the
promise of divine healing. Isaiah 53:4, 5; Matt. 8:17; 1 Peter 2:24

D. Financial. Itis God’s desire to bless and prosper His people financially. The scriptures
teach that God delights in the he prosperity of His servants and that He wants us to have
sufficiency in all things, plenty for every good work, and seed for sowing. 3 John 1:2; Malachi
3:10-11 Luke 6:38; 2 Cor 9:6-10; Deut. 23: 1-14

E. Social. Social prosperity speaks to the fact that God wants us to have peace even with our
enemies. Proverbs 3:4

= Blessed Hope.

Jesus is coming again to gather all His Saints to heaven (1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; and 2
Thess. 2:1).

= The Lake of fire.

Those who have not accepted the redemptive work of Jesus Christ will suffer eternal separation from
the godhead. The devil and his angels, the beast and the false prophet, and anyone whose name was
not found written in the book of life, shall be consigned to everlasting punishment in the lake of fire,
which burns with brimstone. This is the second death, the lake of fire. (Rev. 19:20; 20:10-15).



= The Millennial Reign of Jesus.

The return of our Lord Jesus Christ with His Saints from heaven to rule and reign for one thousand
years on earth as the Scriptures promised. (Romans 11:25, 27; 2 Thess. 1:7; Rev. 19:11-16; 20:1-7).
After this, there shall be a new heaven and a new earth. (Rev. 21).

= Mediation of Disputes.

We believe as members of the same body of Christ, baptized by one spirit into one body that we
must endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace and as such that we are precluded
from bringing a lawsuit in a civil court against another person who professes to be a Christian or
against a Christian ministry. We believe that all such disputes must be resolved within the Body of
Christ without taking them before unbelievers or the world’s system for judgment. (1 Corinthians
6:1-8; Ephesians 4:3-6.)

« Financial Support.

We believe that scripture requires all members of the congregation to support the programs and
needs of the Church in proportion, as the Lord shall prosper them through tithes and offerings,
thereby acknowledging that any institution can stand or be of full service only in proportion as all of
the members of the congregation accept their responsibility of maintaining it. We believe to receive
God’s fullest blessings that the scriptures teach; we should strive to be a tither. (Mal. 3:10; 1 Cor.
16; 1, 2; 2 Cor. 9; 6-9; Heb. 7:1-8)

= Divine Guidance.

We believe in all matters concerning the Body of Christ, in its direction, discipline, ministry and
functioning that specific guidance, instruction, revelation and discernment of truth from falsehood, is
available by the leading of the Holy Spirit who enables us to know spiritual things by the spirit. We
are confident in basing decisions and actions upon such faith and direction as long as there is
scriptural basis. (Acts 13:1-3; 1 Timothy 1:18; Romans 8: 14; 1 timothy 5:22; John 16:13-15; 1
Corinthians 5:3.)

= The Role of the Prophetic Ministry in the Church.

We believe that God speaks today. There are at least five channels of prophecy by which God
speaks to His people today. They are the office of the prophet, prophetic preaching, prophetic
presbytery, the gift of prophecy and the spirit of prophecy. All five channels are received and
encouraged in this Church. We believe that hearing from God, both individually as members and
corporately as a Church, through prophecy or any other biblical means chosen by God to
communicate, is essential to our faith and walk with God. Prophecy and prophetic utterance is only
one method of discerning God’s will and direction and it is recognized that none of the methods or
channels of prophecy will always be 100 percent accurate and actions should not be taken on the
basis of prophetic words alone without other ways of hearing from God (Pastoral counsel, Bible,
etc.). We believe the prophetic presbytery serves the purpose in the body of Christ in activating,
establishing, releasing, commissioning, and ordaining gifts to their office, function and place of
relationship and/or leadership. [1 Cor. 14:3; Eph. 4:11; Eph. 2:20; Tim. 4:14; Acts 13:1-3; Titus 1:5;
ROM. 12:6; 1 peter 4:10; 1 Cor. 14:39; 1 Cor. 14:1; 1 Thess. 5:19-21; 1 Tim. 5:22; 2 Tim. 1:6.]



= Church Government.

We believe that God’s form of government for His church is theocratic in character. We believe that
Jesus Christ is the head of the government of the Church, both the church universal and invisible and
the local church. We believe that Jesus Christ governs the local church through local ministries, i.e.,
God chooses, calls and equips certain people to be leaders over his people, investing them with, and
delegating to them, degrees of authority according to His will. We believe that church leadership
and government, with the exception of very young churches is plural in that more than one person
will be involved in and have responsibility for leadership and government. These persons are called
elders. Some elders will have an ascension gift calling upon their lives and some will not. They are
raised up by God for the purposes of hearing His voice for that particular congregation,
communicating to the membership what God has spoken, leading the membership by example
exercising oversight not under compulsion, equipping the saints for the work of service to the
building up of the Body by teaching, correction, and discipline, knowing, caring and guarding the
flock and making provision for the daily life and business of the congregation. Within the group of
elders that God raises up in any local body, the Lord, according to scripture and observed practice,
also places a mantle of leadership upon one elder, which mantle often manifests itself in the area of
authority and vision in the church. We believe that the office Head Elder, or Bishop, or Pastor, or
Apostle, is biblical and applicable in the church today. The one who occupies that office is a first
among equals and is by no means a dictator or absolute authority in the church to the exclusion of all
other leadership. He is rather the visionary and leader in the group of eldership. The eldership is
submitted to him just as he is submitted to the eldership in principles of service, cooperation and the
advancement of the kingdom of God. In God’s order, there must be one man who bears the
responsibility before God and who has the vision that unites and directs the local body, therefore,
there is a set man in each congregation with the anointing of God to lead in agreement with and
submission to the eldership that God has raised up in the church. We believe that man will have an
ascension gift calling upon his life. [Eph. 4:8-13; Acts 20:28-31; Mat. 18:15-20; Rev. 1:10-2-; Phil.
1:1; acts 15:22; Acts 14:12; Luke 9:22; Dan. 10; 13; Acts 18:8,17: 2 Cor 11:5; 2 Cor. 12:11]

We believe that the leader will be an ascension gift although not necessarily a Pastor although that is
the title given to the leader in this Church. He will be the one with the final responsibility and
decision-making authority in all matters concerning the Church. He will be recognized by the grace,
anointing, ability and vision given to him by God. [Num. 27:15-22; | Cor. 12:18; Eph. 4; 11; Acts
13:1]

= Autonomy and Relationship.

We believe that the local Church, although autonomous, will be related to other local Churches and
ministries through fellowship and formed relationships. In particular we believe that there are
foundation ministries of apostles and prophets that transcend the local Church and that the local
Church should be in a relationship with such a ministry or ministries for the purpose of advice,
counsel, oversight, encouragement, and help. Such ministries are designed by God to provide
connection and relationship in the universal Body of Christ between and among local fellowships
and to provide spiritual covering, protection and accountability and identity and checks and balances
on local leadership by local Elders.

= The dedication of young children unto Jesus.




We do not believe in water baptism of infants, as we cannot find any instance of it in the scriptures.
We do believe, however, in the dedication of infants and other children to the Lord as found and
practiced in the scriptures.

=  Worship

God has created man to worship Him in Spirit and truth. Such worship includes singing in the Spirit
but has many other forms. This included Davidic prophetic worship forms like lifting hands,
clapping, shouting, dancing and spiritual songs.

= Reveal Glory

Jesus is continually at work today in His Church (not just Gate City Family Worship Center)
revealing Himself more fully by His very glory (2 Cor. 3:18; 4:10-11)

=  Harvest

The great harvest is now. The great commission is now “to gather everyone” that is willing “unto
Jesus.”

= Laying on of Hands

Laying on of hands is one of the foundation doctrines of Christ. (Heb. 6) Jesus practiced it Mark
10:13-16 as a blessing. We believe in the laying on of hands for healing (Mark 5:22,23 and 41;
Mark 5:28-31; Acts 28:8; Acts 19:11,12); laying on of hands to confer office (Acts 6:2-6); laying on
of hands to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:26- 9:18); Laying on of hands to believe words spoken, to
receive anointing, and to cultivate the anointing (1Tim. 4:14); laying on of hands for ordination to
consecrate and receive the necessary ministry tools (1 Tim. 4:14).

=  Sanctification

The Bible teaches that without Holiness no man can see the Lord. We believe in the doctrine of
sanctification as a definite commencing at the time of regeneration and continuing until the
consummation of salvation (Hebrews 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 2 Peter 3:18; 2 Cor. 3:18; Philippians 3:
12-14; 1 Cor. 1:30). The Spirit-filled life is a life of separation from the world and perfecting of
holiness in the fear of God as an expression of Christian faith (Eph. 5:18; 2 Cor. 6:14, 7:1)

= Discipleship

We believe in and practice discipleship obedience to our Lord’s command to go and make disciples.
We believe that discipleship is a commitment to a process of development, growth and discovery. It
will involve a relationship within the Church between those at different levels of spiritual maturity
resulting in the mutual benefit and growth of all involved. Participation in discipleship may be in
groups or as individuals.

= Relations of Church and State

God has entrusted the church the solemn Biblical responsibility of being the conscience of society,
culture and government. As such the church has a duty before God to speak the issues that arise



from and relate to society, culture and government. Specifically, the church, in the tradition of the
prophets, is required to call government to account before God for the actions taken by the
government with the view toward keeping the government in its proper role and relationship as a
steward under God of the resources of the nation. (1 Kings18: 18; 2 Chron. 15:1-4; Matt. 5:13-14;
Acts 12:23; 1 Sam. 15:14-350. The church has a divine mandate to practice its religion as dictated
by God. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. The church is the Blood-bought Bride of
Christ of whom Jesus is the head, the Lord and the only master. As such we categorically reject any
and all claims by the state to headship or sovereignty over the church. When earthly governments
leave their God-ordained sphere of responsibility and seek to restrain, hamper or limit the church’s
obedience to Christ in all areas of life, then the church must and will obey God rather than man and
must also confront the government with its error and call it back to its proper place under God.
(Exodus 8, 9, 10; Daniel 3, 6; Acts 4:19; 5:29).

= Personal Ministry

We believe that the scriptures clearly define that members of a congregation can seek out personal
ministry, spiritual advice, consultation, direction, purpose, resolution, and guidance from amongst
the shepherds, elder, mature men and women, and Five-fold Ministry Gifts within local the Body of
Christ. (1 Kings 1:12; Prov. 27:9; Prov. 11:14; Ps. 55:13-14). We further believe that consultations
and instruction is applicable by the scriptures through sessions, a company of persons in close
deliberations set together to lay a foundation, set in place and give wise spiritual counsel. This also
provides safety, defense, rescue and freedom from trouble. (Ps. 55:13-14; Prov. 1: 11-14; Prov.
12:15). The personal care of the saints is the sanctification of the whole person, body, soul and
spirit, (1 Thess. 3:13; 5:23), through the love that flow from faith, patience and hope, and the
redemptive power of the Cross of Christ, (Rom. 3:24; Luke 9:23). The atoning Blood of Jesus, (Eph.
2:13-16; 1 Peter 1: 18-19. The transformation of the soul through the word of God, (Rom. 12:1-2),
the denying of the old nature, (Gal. 2:20, 5:24; 1 Peter 1:13-15), salvation through grace not works,
(Eph. 2:1-8), and the promise of the resurrection, (John 2:16, 10:25-26), are the effective working
mechanisms that characterize the pastoral care ministry, Such ministry is foundation to the practice
of our faith.

= Deliverance

The need for deliverance is manifested by an inability to free from bondage: e.g., mental
(emotional), physical or spiritual normally associated with demon activity. It is God’s desire to
bring deliverance to his people. (Job 5:19, Psalms 91:3, 2 Timothy 4:14, Hebrews 2:15; 2 Peter 2:9).
We have been granted the authority in the name of Jesus to bring deliverance to others. (Mark 16:17,
John 14:12; 1 Cor. 12:8-11). We must understand that our warfare is with the forces of evil not with
our neighbor which is of flesh (Eph. 6:12), our weapons is the Word of God, our authority and
power is from Jesus himself (Mark 16:17, Act 1:8) and that the battlefield is first of all in the
spiritual realms. (Eph. 6:10-18, 2 Cor. 10:3-5, Rom. 8:9, Gal. 5:22-23).

=  Homosexuality

We believe in the creation and God as the Creator. We believe that God created man and that He
created them Male and Female. As such he created them different so as to complement and
complete each other. God instituted monogamous marriage between male and female as the
foundation of the family, the basic structure of human society/ not male and male nor female-to-
female. For this reason homosexuality is an abomination before God. Lev. 18: 22; Rom. 1: 24-28




= Repentance

Repentance is a gift from God. It is simply not true that a person can repent at any time.

Repentance is dependent upon the convicting action of the Holy Spirit in the lives of sinners and
believers. The conviction of the Holy Spirit, which often accompanies the preaching of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, will result in the revelation of the sinfulness of self, which should lead to Godly sorrow.
Remorse, or worldly sorrow, is a feeling of deep regret, hopelessness or even despair. It does not
lead to constructive change. On the other hand Godly sorrow, which may at times be mistaken for
worldly sorrow, produces repentance, which causes us to turn away from sin and selfishness and to
receive faith for change. Worldly sorrow is destructive but repentance is life giving. Repentance
changes the way we feel and act about sin, self and God. Repentance is a total change of heart,
mind, attitude, emotions, will, action and lifestyle flowing form the turmoil and sorrow of Holy
Spirit conviction of sin. (2 Cor. 7:10; Psalms 51: Acts 11:18; 2 Tim. 2:25; Gen. 6:3, Rom. 1:18-32;
Matt. 9:12-13).

=  Worship

Worship first must start at home. In most instances, worship last throughout the whole service.
Worship is the key to church growth; we must strive to make the church presentable, by seeing it
through the eyes of visitors. Every church has its own energy flow. We as the church must occupy
ourselves in worship, not just a few minutes a week, but everyday for the building of our lives.

= Extra
**As a great amount of training is needed for athletic activities, so we must train diligently for the
Christian life. Such training takes, time, dedication, energy, continued practice, and vision. We
must all commit ourselves to the Christian life. Just as we exercise to keep physically fit, we must
also train ourselves to be spiritually fit. As our faith develops, we become better Christians, living in
accordance with God’s will.
(2 Timothy 2:5, Philip 3: 13-14, 1 Cor 9:24-27)**
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